
September 20, 1655 

Dear Aleck and Helen: 

I think you misunders toad my question about the F- tester . ‘i’he 
behavior of W-2721 or the like was well covered in the report. But 
X thought you had mentioned (in the course of your three-way crossing 
t&d - a3, perhaps) that one of the reputed F- cultures &n the-series 
wa3 shoning some compatibility in carnbination with other F-, and this 
is what Ianted to strakhten out, for fear that we might be using a 
mJ-snamsd F- in our own tests of compatibility. If this still sounds 
MK&XU unfamiliar, then asswxIEt I have imagined your supposed remark. 

Holen- we ‘ve looked :U over the lab (first place checked was the 
miscellaneous rack} and could not find the 1060 A and B. Nor are they 
in lyophti. They may still have been ticked in some secluded corner, 
but just as likely they xere inadvertently t&own out af ter you made 
your copies. If you still have them,, in v!.able condition, could you 
irist send back subcultures? 
notes (i.e., 

I would also appreciate having whatever 
the information) you may have on the details of these 

cultures- or are they recorded only as having come from Weed as 
B and B/Cu respeatfvely? 

Yhe renovations here are still Tropesed, with constantly rece&ng 
prospective sW&ing dates; tiy are now promised for “about the end 
of October lt. It will be quits a problem while they’re working; we’ll 
probably clear out en bloc for a mont& or two and work in a borrowdd 
lab in Bact. 

There88 not much scientifically new going on-- I’ve been spending 
aliwst al.1 my tifm at deskwork, organizing notes an3 writing soms old 
papers, long overdue (e,g. the opira on chainsj, and too little in the 
lab. The first Qal-transduction paper is finally in the mill, and the 
second is on the way. W&q Lately, I’ve been concentrating o@ getting 
some complete diploid stocks, suitable for routine crossing procedures, 
that may help to distinguish between what genetic fraction gets into 
a zygote, and what comss out (since deleted chromosomes will still be 
viable fAxax whenticoreredi’ in a diploid). This has been extremely 
tjcesome, but we f tially have some Hfr/F- heterozygotes, and are 

,,-l*% sight of the homozygous diploid stocks that we’re ultimately afterl. 
i. 

c’. f- 
; 

y-i ‘Qbe have on#y one new pwson in the lab. now, a lad named Alan Richter 
who has gotten right down to prrork very satisfactorily. He has set up a 
chemostat and is running F*‘s through it to check the possibility of 
their running into F-. So far the results are equivocal(as usual!) 
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